
San Antonio, Texas Profile

This profile was compiled by ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse staff using the most recent
data available from open sources.  The data presented are as accurate as the sources from which they were
drawn.  The information contained in this profile should not be used to rank or compare States or
jurisdictions, due to differences in data collection and reporting methods.

Demographics
Population: 935,933
Gender Breakdown: male 45,0695, female 48,5238
Race Breakdown: White 676,082, Black 65,884, American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut
3,303, Asian or Pacific Islander 10,703, Other race 179,961.

Politics
Mayor: Howard W. Peak
City Manager: Alexander E. Briseno
City Council (district): Roger Flores II (1st), Mario Salas (2nd), Debra Guerrero (3rd), Raul
Prado (4th), Rick Vasquez (5th), Jose Menendez (6th), Ed Garza (7th), Robert Marbut (8th),
Tim Bannwolf (9th), Jeff Webster (10th).
Chief of Police:  Al A. Philippus

Funding
Grant Summary FY 99
Department Program Federal City Adopted FY 99

Total
Police Local Law Enforcement Block Grant 1998 1,444,729 160,525 1,605,254
Police COPS More 3,635,390 63,611 3,699,001
Police HIDTA - Drug Courier 779,680 779,680
Police HIDTA 286,895 286,895
Police HIDTA - Multi-Agency 184,810 184,810

Crime
Offenses known to the police.

1996 1997
Murder 117 95

Forcible rape 637 618
Robbery 2,350 2,036

Aggravated assault 1,637 1,421
Burglary 13,685 13,230

Larceny-theft 60,488 57,555
Motor vehicle theft 8,796 8,616

Arson 891 798
Crime Index Total 87,710 83,571



Heroin
Heroin use is up in San Antonio.  It is used among older, lower income Latino
population, and by more males than females. The preferred method of use is injection and
is frequently used in combination with alcohol. Heroin dealers are mostly Hispanic males
and don't usually sell other drugs. The cost of heroin in San Antonio is $10 for 2/10 gram
at 100% purity and $2,000 for 1 gram at 80% to 85% purity. In San Antonio, gang
members use heroin nose drops (called "shabanging") and look down on injecting.

Cocaine
Cocaine use is up in San Antonio with a wide range of users who are both male and
female and are usually under 40 years of age. Young African-Americans smoke crack in
a marijuana cigarette, but look down on crack pipe smokers. Cocaine is smoked or
snorted, sometimes in combination with marijuana or alcohol. There is a wide range of
dealers who are mostly males in there 20's and usually don’t sell other drugs. Cocaine
sells for $80-$90 per gram or $825 per ounce. The purity of cocaine in San Antonio is
approximately 60%.

Marijuana
In San Antonio marijuana use is stable. Marijuana users range in age from teens to 60's,
are both male and female, and are from all ethnicities. Marijuana is used in combination
with alcohol. Dealers are mostly male and are Latinos or Caucasians. Marijuana sells for
$10-$25 per bag.

Other drugs
Law Enforcement officials in San Antonio state that Rohypnol is an emerging drug in
that area. Inhalant abuse among Mexican Americans is also prevalent.

Arrestees testing positive for drug use in San Antonio 1997
Male (931 arrestees) Female (452 arrestees)

Any Drug 52 38
Cocaine 26 18
Marijuana 34 17
Opiates 10 9
Methamphetamine 2 2
Multiple Drugs 22 15

Juvenile arrestees testing positive for drug use in San Antonio 1997
Juvenile males (290 arrestees)

Any Drug 58
Cocaine 14
Marijuana 53
Opiates 3
Methamphetamine .3
Multiple Drugs 15



Drug mentions by group in drug-abuse deaths, 1993-1996.

Selected Drug 1993 1994 1995 1996
Group Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Alcohol-in-
combinations

40 58 29 42 26 43.3 66 43.1

Amitriptyline 1 1.4 4 5.8 3 5 4 2.6
Cocaine 42 60.9 51 73.9 37 61.7 63 41.2
Codeine 8 11.6 11 15.9 14 23.3 36 23.5

d-Propoxyphene 1 1.4 7 10.1 8 13.3 16 10.5
Diazepam 4 5.8 7 10.1 6 10 26 17

Diphenhydramine 1 1.4 1 1.4 3 5 6 3.9
Heroin/Morphine 30 43.5 30 43.5 17 28.3 51 33.3

Marijuana/Hashish 4 5.8 6 8.7 7 11.7 12 7.8
Methadone 1 1.4 2 2.9 9 5.9

Methamphetamine/
Speed

4 6.7 7 4.6

PCP/
PCP combinations

All other drugs 18 26.1 37 53.6 42 70 125 81.7
Total Drug
Mentions 150 217.4 185 268.1 167 278.3 421 275.2

Enforcement
In 1995 multijurisdictional drug task forces eliminated over $1.8 billion in illegal drugs
from the streets of Texas.
Over $20 million in assets were seized
Task force officers arrested over 13,000 individuals on drug charges
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse.
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact:

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000

Rockville, MD 20849-6000
1-800-666-3332

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
ondcp@ncjrs.org


